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2023 White Hat Conference
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Tips for Employment
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E2D|&/[1]: Interview with Dr. Heith Copes

Editorial Team: Youngki Woo
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Interview with Dr. Heith Copes

Dr. Heith Copes
Ph.D. University of Tennessee (2001)

Current/Past Positions:

2014-Present: Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham
2006-2014: Associate Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham
2004-Present: Secondary Appointment, University of Alabama at Birmingham

2001-2006: Assistant Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Research Interests:

Visual criminology; Narrative criminology; Criminal decision-making; Identity and crime; Qualitative research
methods

Biography:

Heith Copes is a Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice at University of Alabama at Birmingham. He
earned his Ph.D. in Criminal Justice at University of Tennessee in 2001. His research focuses on issues within

the fields of visual criminology, narrative criminology, criminal decision-making, identity and crime, and qual-
itative research methods. He has recently published in American Journal of Criminal Justice, Criminal Justice

Studies, Criminology, Journal of Criminal Justice Education, Justice Quarterly, and Journal of Psychoparmacol-

ogy.

(Continued on page 14)
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1. Who has most influenced your work?

As an undergraduate student, | took a class on the sociology of deviance with Dr. Craig Forsyth at the Uni-
versity of Louisiana at Lafayette. We read papers relating to various aspects of deviance that used qualitative
and ethnographic methods. | found these fascinating. This led me to work with Dr. Forsyth on some papers
and we were able to publish one. It was then that | knew | wanted to do research. This led me to attend the
University of Tennessee (UTK) for my doctorate in sociology. While at UTK, | worked with Dr. Neal Shover,
who was one of the top qualitative criminologists at the time. Both he and Dr. Forsyth influenced me tre-
mendously. Much of my early work on criminal decision making using qualitative methods was directly influ-
enced by them. This influence went past theoretical and methodological perspectives to shape my outlook
and approach to being an academic. Both were tough, working-class men who expected a great deal but
who valued the opportunity to be an academic. | learned to appreciate the privilege of being a professor.

Recognizing this privilege helps me care about all aspects of the job and to work to deserve my position.

2. How are you able to publish and receive grants much?

Much of any success that | have had in the field is due to coauthors. | like working with people for many
reasons. One is that having people rely on me to accomplish my part of the paper keeps me motivated. |
don't want to let them down, so | work harder to ensure that | am doing good work in a timely fashion.
Working with others also improves the quality of the work by having different perspectives shape the final
product. Recently, | was working with a colleague on a paper. | just couldn’t figure out how to shape it. |
wanted to just scrap it. My coauthor was able to see what | was missing, and we eventually published it in a

high-ranking journal.

3. Do you ever get writer's block?

There are certainly days when | do not have the energy or creativity to write. On those days | do other
things that the job entails. When | want to complete a manuscript but cannot muster the energy to do new
writing, then I'll edit or format or fix references to get into the mood to write. Sometimes | just force myself

to make progress, regardless of how small.

4. How many different research projects do you tend to work on at one time?

| usually work on one big data collection project at a time. While | am collecting data | will work on other

(Continued on page 15)
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E2D|&/[1]: Interview with Dr. Heith Copes

papers, either ones remaining from the past big data collection project or ones that co-authors have asked
me to help with. For example, | have just finished a big data collection project. It was a photo-ethnography
of people who use peyote (psychedelic substance) in religious ceremonies and consisted of attending peyo-
te ceremonies and conducting semi-structured interviews. Now that | have finished collecting this data, | am
writing a few papers from it. | am also co-authoring two other manuscripts, but | am not the lead on these. |

am in the process of coming up with my next big data collection project.

5. Do you have a specific time of the day when you prefer to do research?

| tend to have a later day than most people. This started early in my career. | used to carpool to work with
my wife. She worked from 1:00pm to 9:00pm so | adopted that schedule. It works for me because it allows
me to start my day casually. When | get to the office | deal with email and bureaucratic tasks. | usually write
or edit after that. | find that my most creative and productive time to write is between 4:00pm and 7:00pm.
It is nice because around this time, few people are still in the building or on campus. The building is quiet
and | can focus on writing. Also, | like to edit while | walk. My office is attached to a parking tower, so | walk
up and down it while | edit. Since it is later in the afternoon, there is rarely anyone driving in it so | don't

have to worry about cars.

6. How many pages do you tend to write per day?

I'm flexible in deciding productivity goals. Rather than set specific page goals, | focus on sections of a paper.
When | am starting a new manuscript, | spend a great deal of time figuring out the structure and organiza-
tion of it. For qualitative research, getting the structure of the results is important for a good paper. Once |
have a handle on the organization, | try to draft a section at a time with the goal of getting the content |
want to include. At this stage, | don't worry about getting sentences perfect. Instead, | just want the ideas
and organization down. Once | think a section has everything | want to say, in the right order, and with no
extra material, | begin editing. | edit a lot. | wish | was the person who could get a nice, clean draft the first
or second try but I'm not. | need to sit with a paper and read it multiple times to get it presentable. When |
am working on a specific manuscript, | will edit sections every day. Some days | will focus on one section at
a time and go slow to ensure it is saying what | want it to say. On other days I'll read and edit the entire
document to ensure that the organization is how | want it. | alternate between editing a hardcopy of the
paper (as | walk the towers) and an electronic version. | think looking at it in two ways helps me see differ-
ent things. | stop editing when | think any further changes will not add meaningfully to the paper's improve-
ment.

(Continued on page 16)
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E2D|&/[1]: Interview with Dr. Heith Copes

7. Are you a generalist?

| have specialized in qualitative methods using an interpretivist framework. Although | have published using
other methodologies, | am typically brought in to help with theory or conceptualization rather than the sta-
tistical analysis. | have addressed a wide range of substantive topics and crimes. Early in my career | focused
on decision making among those who engage in crime. | interviewed people who engaged in auto theft,

carjacking, and identity theft. | then shifted to look at how people made sense of their crimes and drug use
in the context of their lives using a narrative framework. Lately, | have used photo-ethnography and photo-
elicitation interviews to understand drug use. Thus, methodologically | have specialized but not on substan-

tive topics.

8. What constitutes a specific research year for you?

Looking back over the course of my career, which is now in its 23rd year, | have published an average of
five refereed publications (plus a chapter or so) and attended about two to three conferences per year. The
amount of research products depends on which stage of data collection I'm in. Some years data collection

takes much of the year, which means | write fewer papers.

9. Do you set specific productivity goals in terms of quantity and quality?

When | started my career as an assistant professor, my goal was to publish enough quality research to get
tenure in the discipline. That is, | tried to determine the generally accepted expectations for tenure for most
departments and achieve that. | wanted to ensure that | published enough so that the tenure and promo-
tion committee would not have to debate whether | deserved tenure or not. Back then two to four articles a
year would ensure a positive review at most places. After tenure, | did the same to reach the goal of promo-
tion to full. | tried to find long-term goals and chart a path to reach them. Now that | am a full professor, |
am working on a specific manuscript, | will edit sections every day. Some days | will focus on one section at
a time and go slow to ensure it is saying what | want it to say. On other days I'll read and edit the entire
don’t have those same types of goals. | work enough to stay busy and feel productive but without causing

undue stress and anxiety.

(Continued on page 17)
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E2D|&/[1]: Interview with Dr. Heith Copes

10. What would you advise junior faculty and graduate students?

are enough people trying to do that for you.

| think most people would say that | have not taken the conventional path in the field. | have focused on
qualitative methods, using an interpretivist framework to study people who use drugs or commit crimes.
What I've learned is that there is room for all of us and that we don't have to only study popular topics or
use conventional methods. If you produce a good scholarship you can have a successful career. Also, | en-
courage early career faculty not to put limitations on themselves. Early in my career, | didn't submit my work
to top journals because | thought they would not accept it anyway. Then one day | thought, “Why am | re-
jecting myself? Why don't | let them make the decision?” | submitted that paper to a top journal and it got
accepted. This applies to research topics as well. | think it is possible to research any topic you are passion-

ate about, even if difficult. If you really want to study the topic, then find a way. Don't limit yourself, there
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st A Temple University

St A7l Temple University

HESHM 2, ZHO[BHIH XS] (KOSCA) 2| @ & &2! M= Temple UniversityOfl Al BALOPE O S 2l5] =5t
S0l 2ot YL KOSCA 722 HE &AM #E st O Criminal Justice CHEHY Z21WES A4 5= QU

= a
= 71218 FHo Al EE E2|0, 0] 20| B2 =M st 27t & 5 U7IE HE UL

Temple University, founded in 1884, is a public research university located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. As of
2023, approximately 33,000 undergraduate, graduate, and professional students were enrolled at the university.
The campus is situated in north Philadelphia approximately 1.5 miles (2.4 km) north of Center City and covers
an expansive area of nearly 164 acres. The university holds the classification of R1 and offers more than 500
degree programs at 15 schools and colleges and 5 professional schools including dentistry, law, medicine,
pharmacy, and podiatric medicine. Temple University has 6 campuses and sites across Pennsylvania, in addition

to its global presence with campuses situated in Rome and Japan.

32 4
+1300 | 1900+

13th Street
»

(Continued on page 19)
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st A Temple University

Department of Criminal Justice

As part of the College of Art and Sciences, the Temple University's I I
Criminal Justice doctoral program is known nationally for research
that helps policy makers and practitioners solve real-world prob-

lems. The program encourages interdisciplinary coursework, re-

search and interaction among faculty and students with interests in

a wide range of fields. The Temple CJ department has 18 tenured I
and tenure-track professors and many full-time lecturers and part- ~_ s s e,
fime adjuncts Criminal Justice

The MA meets the needs both of those who are working full- or part-time in criminal justice or in a related
service agency, as well as those full-time students who are continuing their education and looking forward

to completing a doctoral program. Many who complete the master's program begin or rejoin professional

careers in management, administration, or specialist positions in a wide array of governmental and private

criminal and juvenile justice and related agencies.

The Ph.D. degree program in Criminal Justice is designed to produce criminal justice scholars who will lead the
field in academia, private and governmental research agencies, and policy-level positions in criminal justice and
related organizations. Faculty members specialize and offer substantial coursework in a wide array of areas,
including: corrections and community corrections, criminal theory, issues in policing, juvenile justice, qualitative/
quantitative research methods, statistical analysis, crime and the physical/social environment, criminal justice
policy making and strategic management, criminal law, court processes, organized crime, restorative justice,

socialization and deviant behavior, and discretion in criminal justice.

Applying to the Graduate School

The Temple University Doctoral Program admits qualified students once a year (December 15% for domestic

applicants, and November 30% for international applicants).

The Temple University Master Program admits qualified students twice per year (March 15t for fall semester and

November 15t for spring semester).

(Continued on page 20)
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st A University of Louisville

Required materials for both MA and PhD:

Official transcripts from all graduate and undergraduate study

Three letters of recommendation

Statement of purpose (in approximately 500 to 1,000 words)

Curriculum Vita or Resume

Writing sample that demonstrates your ability to research and write a scholarly paper (10 page maxi-
mum)

A non-refundable application fee

International Applicants: Applicants who earned the undergraduate degree from an institution where

the language of instruction was other than English, with the exception of those who subsequently

earned a master's degree at a U.S. institution, must report scores of a standardized test of English that
meet these minimums: TOEFL iBT (79); IELTS Academic (6.5); or PTE Academic (53)

Optional Materials:

e GRE scores are strongly recommended but are optional

Criteria:

e An overall undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4-point scale, and an average in the major of at

least 3.2

e Applicants to the PhD program who have complete graduate level coursework should have at least a

3.0 average for that coursework

(Continued on page 21)
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st A Temple University

Funding/assistantship
Funding is available to PhD students through a variety of University and Department teaching assistantships

(TA), research assistantships (RA), fellowships, and other awards. Over the course of the program, most stu-
dents will serve as a TA some years and as a RA in other years. Both TA and RA will work up to 20 hours

per week during the semester.

PhD Program Requirements

The PhD Program in Criminal Justice has been following requirements: coursework, research paper, prelimi-
nary examination, dissertation prospectus, and doctoral dissertation. The coursework and research paper re-
quirements are pursued first. Once coursework has been completed, the preliminary exam is pursued. The
dissertation prospectus is pursued following completion of the first three requirements. Lastly, the doctoral
dissertation is pursued following completion of all other requirements, including successful defense of the

dissertation prospectus. The time limit for PhD degree completion is seven years.

Coursework

Master: The Master of Arts program Criminal Justice is a 30-credit (10 courses) program that can be com-
pleted in two years. Students have the option of completing a master’s thesis, but the overwhelming majori-
ty of students complete the degree under the non-thesis track.

PhD: There are 48 required credit hours of doctoral courses that are divided not 24 required credits (8
courses), 18 elective credits (6 courses), 6 research credits. In addition, a 1 credit hour of Teaching in Higher
Education is also required for funded PhD students and must be taken in their first year. It is generally ex-
pected that all required core and elective coursework is completed no later than Year 3 for students enter-
ing with an undergraduate degree, and no later than Year 2 for students entering with a Master's degree.
The department’s graduate students run the Criminal Justice Graduate Student Association (CJGSA). This
group plays several important roles in the life of the department, including peer mentoring incoming stu-
dents, organizing student events and speakers, holding charity drives, organizing socials, and advocating on
behalf of student issues. The CJGSA may also provide suggestions for Town Hall agenda items and may in-

vite members of the faculty to lead informational meetings targeted toward specific issues.

If you have any questions regarding our doctoral or master's programs, please feel free to reach out to me

at your convenience. Thank you.

8r5t5| (Hwanhee Park)

hwanhee.park@temple.edu
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Promotion

O|atLt2l (Hannarae Lee, Ph.D.), 2023'd Bridgewater State University, Associate Professor.

0|52 (Claire Seungeun Lee, Ph.D.), 20233 University of Massachusetts Lowell, Associate Professor.
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American Society of Criminology (ASC) KOSCA Program

Annual Meeting
KOSCA Annual Meeting — Thu Nov, 16 3:30 — 4:50 pm Grand Ballroom Salon 2 — The Notary Hotel, 1st,
Floor
Reception
KOSCA Reception — Thu Nov, 16 5:00 — 6:20 pm Grand Ballroom Salon 2 — The Notary Hotel, 1st, Floor

Student Meeting
KOSCA (Korean Society of Criminology in America) Annual Student Meeting — Thu Nov, 16 2:00 — 3:20
pm Grand Ballroom Salon 2 — The Notary Hotel, 1st, Floor

Complete Thematic Panel
Wednesday
Exploring Emerging Trends and Developments in Cybercrime: Risks, Motivations, and Countermeasures,
Sponsored by the Korean Society of Criminology in America (KOSCA), Wed, Nov 15, 8:00 to 9:20am,
Salon D, 5th Floor
Anti-Asian Hate Crime, Sponsored by the Korean Society of Criminology in America (KOSCA), Wed, Nov
15, 9:30 to 10:50am, Franklin Hall 1, 4th Floor
Thursday
Preventing Cybercrime: Challenges and Opportunities in Education, Regulation, and Legal Framework,
Sponsored by the Korean Society of Criminology in America (KOSCA), Thu, Nov 16, 8:00 to 9:20am,
Salon K, 5th Floor
Comparative Perspective: Policing Structure, Sponsored by the Korean Society of Criminology in America
(KOSCA) and Korean Institute of Criminology and Justice (KICJ), Thu, Nov 16, 8:00 to 9:20am, Franklin
Hall 1, 4th Floor
Police and Protest, Thu, Nov 16, 2:00 to 3:20pm, Franklin Hall 8, 4th Floor
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Membership Committee Chair
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CRIME AND JUSTICE

SINCE 2009
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2022 KOSCA

NMembership

Join or renew your membership for access to division
activities, research opportunities, and to connect with
awesome members and for more!
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KOSCA Membership
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Membership Registration
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JOIN KOSCA Renew Membership

Information Update
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Active Member (H3|€) - $20
Student Member (B3| &) - $10
(Bdz¥) - $300

Lifetime Member (&
**Check/money order 2 L& 2L Dr. Chunrye Kim (Treasurer) ckim@sju.edu
Sociology and Criminal Justice Department
Saint Joseph'’s University
5600 City ave. Post Hall 133
Philadelphia, PA 19131
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S XIAFE: KOSCA 34 Facebook page LY

oHESIN R 2| OB E,
KOSCA &4! Facebook page Of CHslf QL =2IL|Ct

H|O|X| FAZ HZ HESHA| AL (https://www.facebook.com/KOSCA2020/)
Google AAH:

https://www.facebook.com

Nonprofit Organization

KOSCA - Korean Society of Criminology in

. - Facebook
Call for papers! Criminology & Public Policy is looking for research around the topic of "Place

Crime, and Race” for a 2022 Special Issue
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